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April, 26508

Teational Organic Stamdards Board
14400 Tndependence Avimus, W,
Reom 4068-54, AG Stop (258,
Washingzon, [3C, 20250-0200

Dear MOSE Chatrarny Fm Rickile,

As a consumer, I want 1o express Bill support for $he recent Livesteck Commiites Pasture Requirement reconsmen-
dations. Enforcement of rue acoess 10 pasture 13 necessary so that all organic ruminants receive a significant, and
legally mandated, portion of their tosal feed intake from pasture. Fhis includes an allowance of only narrewly de-
fined, short-term {"lemporary™) exceptions to pasture. T strongly agree that fsctetion is not a “stage of production”
during which dairy cows may be denied pasture for grazing, { wrge the NOSH to recommend specific wording be
added to e Pastre Rade 4o keep $is type of abuse from continemg fo ocour,

Pagture 39 an essential component of organic dairy production from many perspectives: For the health and prosnotion
of the natural behavior of the cow, respecting e porspective of the consumer and their belief that organic milk is
produced by cows having legitimates access 1o pasture, assuring $he consssmer’s right o the extra msriional advan-
tage provided by grazing eows, and scknowiedgement of the many envirormental benefits provided by pasture, in-
cluding lower enerpgy use (avoidanes of machine-intensive systerns of ansraal foed dotivery and manure disposal),
reduced soil erosion and the profection of water and air quakty.

1 thirther support the additional recommendations of The Cornucopia Tnstitute, Northeast Orammic Dairy Producers
Alliaznce, snd other groups whe advocate specific and additionad Ianguage, inchuding that the pasture definition be
further refined such that “pasture” is land managed to maintein or mprove soil, water, and vegetative resources aad
o provide maximum teed value by growing suitable grasses und other Forages fom which antmals graze plant mate-
rigl stifl conmectsd fo s roots. Orgamic dairv animals, from 12 months of age and up, must consume no less than
30% of thewr daily dry matier intake from pasture for a minimum of 120 calendar days per year, with a maximum
stocking rate of three lncisting dairy cows per sore. Farms net in complissee with te above should be sllowed one
year to come info compliance bst will need 1o file an updated and enforceable farm plan, providing for adequate
pasture, within 60 days of the publishing of any new pasture puidance document by the USDA.

! urge the NOSE fo adeopt the Livestock Committes Pasture Recommendation and add she sbove speciSicity, making
e aocess to pastsze & reslty.

Singerely veurs,
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